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06/01/21 

School COVID Update – Important  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

                                    I will continue to write to you regularly with new updates and information in order to 

provide you with as much transparency as possible. As I mentioned yesterday, special schools across the 

country have not been provided with any further guidance relating to being open during the new national 

lockdown despite the clearly highlighted risks and raised levels of concerns regarding the spread of COVID. I 

am hoping that further guidance will be provided by the end of the week or early next week.  

The Governments previous advice was; 

“Special schools, colleges and local authorities are advised to make case by case basis assessments of 
the health and safeguarding considerations of pupils and students on an education, health and care 
(EHC) plan. For some, they will be safer in an education provision. For others, they will be safer at 
home.’’  
 

My message to all families today is to ask you to review whether sending your child to school is safer than 
being at home and follow the Prime Minister’s guidance to stay at home where possible. Based on the DfE 
guidance notes we need to ensure that ‘Those most in need of our specialist support will have access to 
school’, however making this judgment is incredibly complex when we have to consider not only 

medical/health needs but vulnerability in its wider context for the whole school community.   

We have had almost 300 staff and students in school every day since students returned to school yesterday 
and with high levels of anxiety and eroding staffing levels, this is not sustainable. You should already have 
contacted the school if you are a key worker and will continue to require a place (full/part time) however, 
over the next few days we will also be doing the following;  

• Contacting all parents/carers with pupils who are currently in school to discuss individual student 
and family needs and whether full or part time access to school or home learning is appropriate.  

• Beginning the process of moving towards rotas for all pupils which will start from Monday 11th 
January. We will aim to provide some direct learning in school where possible. 

• We will require a minimum 48 hours’ notice if you are considering sending your child back to 
school and this will be dependent on rotas and staffing levels.  

• Testing for students in Upper School will start next week and will only commence with parental 
permission (more info to follow).  

• We will be reviewing rotas on a weekly basis depending on staffing levels, student/family needs 
and requests.  

• We will be moving to home learning from Monday 11th January for the majority of students. This 
may not be available immediately if class leads are still in school.  

• Class groups will not remain as they currently are however, we will aim to keep current class 
bubbles as they are and provide as much consistency and continuity when doing this.  

• The processes that were in place during terms 1 and 2 in relation to testing, class/bubble closures 
will remain in place.  



• Tonbridge site – a staggered start and finish will come into effect from Monday 11th January with 
buses/taxi drop off at 9am (except Wednesday when staff testing will be taking place) and 
collection at 14.45. Parent drop off will be at 9.30 every day and collection at 15.15.  

• Nursery – Will remain open with conversations regarding access and individual needs.   

• Wouldham Site – Wouldham start time to remain the same each day (9am) except on Wednesday 
for staff testing (9.30am). Jo Sharp has started to contact all families regarding the availability of 
spaces at Wouldham from next Monday 11th January, with some students moving to online 
learning only. This will be reviewed on a weekly basis.  

• Our training day is being rescheduled for Monday 22nd February and school will therefore be 
closed for all students.  

We will continue to review our provision in line with the latest government guidelines. We take our duty of 

care extremely seriously and every decision we take will be with the very best interest of your child in mind. 

Please be reassured, these decisions have not been made lightly and careful thought and consideration has 
been made for every individual pupil. We fully acknowledge the additional strain that you will be under and 
our commitment has been, and remains, to keep in regular contact with you, through email or telephone 
and being available to signpost to other services where necessary.  

We hope that you have felt able to ask your child’s class teacher for any additional support that you need 
and we recognise that this will look very different for each of you, depending on your personal circumstances. 
Please also feel free to contact the School FLO, Lorna Stapley, if you have any ongoing challenges that we 
can support with: flo@nexusschool.org.uk. 

We will continue to keep our school community as safe as possible over these coming months and provide 
as much support as we can.  

I hope that you are all safe and well.  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Scott Jarred  

Headteacher 
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