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Intent 
 Curriculum Priorities: 

➢ To personalise the curriculum offer to the abilities and individual strengths of all pupils. 

➢ To provide a well planned and sequenced curriculum throughout the school. 

➢ To support our pupils to be effective communicators; through whichever method suits 

them. 

➢ To offer meaningful learning opportunities to maximise capabilities for independence. 

➢ To create a positive and stimulating learning environment which enables pupils to 

become successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve. 

  

The curriculum is designed around five strands; 

 

➢ Cognition and learning 

➢ Communication and Interaction 

➢ Social, Emotional Wellbeing 

➢ Physical and Sensory Development 

➢ Independence 

  

The curriculum secures breadth, depth, balance and relevance in its content. The impact of the 

curriculum focuses upon pupil’s outcomes including their personal development, behaviour and 

welfare.  Teachers plan using student’s Target Towers which link to the five areas above, 

enabling lessons to be personalised to the needs of every individual. Pupils are challenged with 

meaningful targets and staff use a wide variety of methods to support them in their learning.   

  

Nexus School has developed a series of 5 pathways that allow pupils to make meaningful 

progress throughout their school career, no matter where their starting point. The pathways 

are designed to allow pupils the opportunity to develop skills for life and independence and 

allow for therapy intervention where appropriate.  

  

How we assess learning and development. 

We use both formative and summative means of assessment. 

We utilise Evidence for Learning, an electronic system / platform which supports an eclectic 

number of assessment frameworks. E for L also includes the ability to evidence and track 

progress against individual learning intentions and targets related to Education Health & Care 

(EHC) Plans. 

Parents / Carers are able to access this system to view evidence but also contribute evidence 

that enables a holistic view of each pupil’s progress.  

B Squared, Connecting steps has recently been introduced which is a standardised summative 

assessment framework. 

There are specific Assessment Frameworks that are utilised for each Pathway as identified in 

the following documentation. 

 

 



 

Reporting to Parents 

Parents play a vital role in their child’s learning and we use a variety of ways to report on 

each child/ pupil’s progress; 

➢ Evidence For Learning (EfL) 

➢ Home School diaries 

➢ Target Towers 

➢ Progress Pyramids 

➢ Learning Journey’s 

➢ Parent Consultations 

➢ Reports x 3 per academic year 

➢ Annual reviews   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Implementation 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) consists of Nexus Observation and Assessment 

Nursery and two Reception Classes on main site, Tonbridge, and a further Reception / Year 1 

class based at our Satellite Provision at Wouldham Church of England Primary school. 

All children are baselined within the first three weeks of joining Nexus Nursery, or joining a 

Reception Class at Nexus School.  This baseline is completed against all areas of the Early 

Years Foundation Stage, using the Development Matters age bands. Children within the EYFS 

are not entered in to a Pathway 

The Reception year is used as a diagnostic assessment period to then identify a Pathway for 

transition in to Year 1. 

 Within the EYFS we provide a well-planned and organised play- based environment that 

offers children rich and stimulating experiences, alongside opportunities to explore, 

experiment, plan and make decisions for themselves.   

Our early years department follows the curriculum as outlined in the new Statutory 

Framework which comes in to effect from 1st September 2021. 

Areas of Learning and Development. 

Prime Areas of Development Aspect (Early learning Goals) 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 

Building Relationships 

Managing Self 

Self- Regulation 

Physical Development Gross motor skills 

Fine motor skills 

Communication Listening and attention 

Understanding 

Speaking 

Specific Areas of Development Aspect 

Literacy Comprehension 

Word reading 

Writing 

Mathematics Number 

Numerical patterns 

Understanding the World People, Culture and Communities 

The Natural World 



 

Past and Present 

Expressive Arts and Design Creative with Materials 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 

 

We value the importance of each of these areas as interconnected and imperative in a child’s 

learning and development.   

Please also refer to the EYFS Policy. 

Nexus School is currently using a wide range of assessment tools across the pathways. These 

tools enable staff to track progress of EHCP outcomes and other relevant assessment 

frameworks.  

Assessment tools include: 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP), Evidence for learning, Routes for Learning,  

Learning Journeys, The Engagement Model, naturalistic observation and anecdotal records. 

 *This is not a definitive list; frameworks will be included which are relevant for each pupil’s 

personalised curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sense and Experience Pathway (1) 
This pathway has been created for pupils with profound and multiple learning disabilities who 

have complex learning needs. Pupils learn through a holistic sensory approach. 

 

The curriculum supports pupils to learn through: 

➢ Personalised learning focusing on individualised targets 

➢ Sensory experiences allowing them to engage with their environment 

➢ Specific therapy interventions to develop physical skills 

➢ Early communication that allows them to express their feelings and make choices 

The curriculum supports pupils to live in fully dependent living after Nexus. 

 

Nexus School is currently using a wide range of assessment tools across the pathways. These 

tools enable staff to track progress of EHCP outcomes and other relevant assessment 

frameworks.  

We assess pupil progress through the following tools / basket of indicators: 

Evidence for Learning, Routes for Learning, MOVE, The Engagement Model, Intensive 

Interaction, Learning Journey’s, naturalistic observation, anecdotal records and Life skills 

Framework. 

 

*This is not a definitive list; frameworks will be included which are relevant for each pupil’s 

personalised curriculum.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Discover and Explore Pathway (2) 
This pathway is designed for pupils who have significant learning, communication and sensory 

needs who benefit from working in a highly structured environment, whilst giving them the 

opportunity to learn through exploration and begin to generalise their learning. 

 

Pupils are working towards: 

➢ Personalised learning focusing on individualised targets 

➢ Developing their communication skills using a variety of methods including, but 

not limited to, PECS, Communication Books and Boards, Symbols, Makaton and 

VOCA devices. 

➢ Early Numeracy and Literacy skills for functional use. 

➢ Increasing their team work and social skills to allow them to build positive 

relationships. 

➢ Learning skills that will allow them to be more independent in adult life. 

This curriculum is designed to allow pupils to access fully supported living in adult life.  

Nexus School is currently using a wide range of assessment tools across the pathways. These 

tools enable staff to track progress of EHCP outcomes and other relevant assessment 

frameworks.  

We assess pupil progress through the following tools / basket of indicators: 

Evidence for Learning, AET, Autism Progression Framework, Engagement Model, MAPP, Life 

skills framework, naturalistic observation and anecdotal records. 

*This is not a definitive list; frameworks will be included which are relevant for each pupil’s 

personalised curriculum.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Develop and Enquire Pathway (3) 
This pathway has been developed for those pupils who have severe learning difficulties, who 

can require adult support to access and organise functional learning opportunities.  

Pupils could face barriers within their social communication, emotional regulation and 

transactional needs. 

 

Pupils are given opportunities to learn through: 

➢ Functional Literacy and Numeracy such as the use of money, calendar or time. 

➢ Community based learning, for example shopping for ingredients at the local 

supermarket. 

➢ Development of communication skills in order to be understood by a wider 

audience within their community. 

➢ Opportunities to develop life skills to increase independence both within school 

and out in the community. 

Pupils learn through practice and using skills in different contexts to develop greater 

knowledge and understanding. This pathway is working towards supported or independent 

living and assisted employment.  

Nexus School is currently using a wide range of assessment tools across the pathways. These 

tools enable staff to track progress of EHCP outcomes and other relevant assessment 

frameworks.  

We assess pupil progress through the following tools / basket of indicators: 

Evidence for Learning, Engagement Model, Pupil Asset, Life skills Framework,  

Appropriate accredited courses; 

KS4: AQA Entry Level Certificate in Mathematics, AQA Entry Level Certificate in Step up to 

English, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills Mathematics, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills 

English, AQA Entry Level Certificate in Science (Single/Double), AQA Unit Award Schemes – 

ICT  

KS5: AQA Entry Level Certificate in Mathematics, AQA Entry Level Certificate in Step up to 

English, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills Mathematics, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills 

English, AQA Unit Award Schemes – ICT, Sports Leaders – Sport Leadership, Duke of 

Edinburgh, OCR Life and Living Skills 

 

*This is not a definitive list; frameworks will be included which are relevant for each pupil’s  

Personalised curriculum.  

 

 

 

 



 

Apply and Extend Pathway (4) 
Pupils on this pathway have additional/moderate learning difficulties; a personalised curriculum 

allows them to become independent learners.  

Pupils access a more traditional range of subjects, allowing them to work towards gaining 

qualifications and preparing them for college or the world of work. Post-16 pupils will have 

opportunities to attend college. Learners will be provided with opportunities to integrate into 

mainstream learning environments where appropriate. Pupils continue to work on social skills, 

particularly respect for others and being part of the wider community whilst developing their 

own confidence. 

  

This pathway works towards independent living and independent work/vocational learning.  

 

Nexus School is currently using a wide range of assessment tools across the pathways. These 

tools enable staff to track progress of EHCP outcomes and other relevant assessment 

frameworks.  

We assess pupil progress through the following tools / basket of indicators: 

Evidence for Learning, Engagement Model, Pupil Asset, Maths, English, Computing. 

Appropriate accredited courses; 

KS4: AQA Entry Level Certificate in Mathematics, AQA Entry Level Certificate in Step up to 

English, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills Mathematics, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills 

English, AQA Entry Level Certificate in Science (Single/Double), AQA Unit Award Schemes – 

ICT  

KS5: AQA Entry Level Certificate in Mathematics, AQA Entry Level Certificate in Step up to 

English, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills Mathematics, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills 

English, AQA Unit Award Schemes – ICT, Sports Leaders – Sport Leadership, Duke of 

Edinburgh, OCR Life and Living Skills  

 

*This is not a definitive list; frameworks will be included which are relevant for each pupil’s 

personalised curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Bridge Pathway (5) 
The Bridge is an academic based curriculum specifically for pupils attending the Nexus 

Wouldham Primary Satellite (Wouldham All Saints Church of England Primary School) and 

Nexus Secondary Hub Provision. This pathway is designed to prepare students for further study 

and employment. Pupils following this pathway may have a significant need in an aspect/s of 

their development. However, this is typically accompanied by a need/s in other areas near 

expected level, which is best supported through highly bespoke, planned inclusion opportunities 

within the mainstream setting. Inclusion ensures these pupils develop their personal strengths 

in relation to the academic curriculum and/or enable social communication and interactions 

with peers of the same age within the mainstream setting. 

 

Pupils access the breath of subjects from the National Curriculum allowing them to work 

towards gaining a range of accredited qualifications and preparing them for future college or 

the world of work. The themes and genres predominantly follow that of the mainstream setting 

to aid smooth inclusion practices and ensure coverage of the broad curriculum. However 

wherever necessary, this will be highly differentiated and personalised to meet the individual 

needs of learners.  

 

Alongside the academic curriculum opportunities there continues to be a focus on the areas of 

their EHCP and independent skills. This is to reduce barriers to learning such as difficulties with 

self-regulation and ensure they are as independent as possible in the community and beyond. 

EHCP targets are addressed through specific interventions and therapeutic approaches. The 

onsite SLT and OT therapists work closely with class teams to ensure pupils receive the support 

they require. Interventions are delivered through carefully planned 1:1, group or whole class 

sessions by therapists, the class team or both in collaboration. 

 

Learning outside the classroom, offsite visits and enrichment activities aim to nurture wellbeing, 

confidence, and self-esteem in our pupils. These activities not only encourage pupils to find out 

more about their own interests and potential hobbies but also develop independent skills 

needed for life in the community and work. As well as going offsite in their class hubs they also 

join with their mainstream link classes to access activities such as swimming, forest school and 

residential/adventurous activities.  

 

Nexus School is currently using a wide range of assessment tools across the pathways. These 

tools enable staff to track progress of EHCP outcomes and other relevant assessment 

frameworks.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

We assess pupil progress through the following tools / basket of indicators: 

Evidence for Learning, Engagement Model, Maths, English, Computing. 

Appropriate accredited courses; KS5: AQA Entry Level Certificate in Mathematics, AQA Entry 

Level Certificate in Step up to English, AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills Mathematics, AQA 

Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills English, AQA Entry Level Certificate in Science (Single/Double) 

, AQA Unit Award Schemes – ICT  

*This is not a definitive list; frameworks will be included which are relevant for each pupil’s 

personalised curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

POST 16 
Our Post-16 department caters for students with a range of moderate, severe and complex 

learning difficulties and continues to support pupils across the 4 pathway areas. We continue 

to focus on a broad range of subjects with a focus on putting these skills to use in a wider 

context out in the community. Where necessary, students may also develop their skills and 

passions in a College environment with specialist providers.     

Our Post-16 curriculum is designed to meet a wide range of needs from each pathway with 

every aspect focussing on “Preparation for Adulthood”, providing students with the relevant 

learning experiences they require, enhancing their ability to live as independently as possible 

and play a positive role within the community. This is to ensure that our students leave school 

at 19 years old being as independent as possible to enable them to move onto the next stage 

of their lives. Our curriculum is relevant and reflects what our students and their families want, 

preparing them for the opportunities in life after school whether it be supported living, further 

education, apprenticeships or employment.  

 

  

 

 


