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Intent 
 

Curriculum Priorities: 

 

• To personalise the curriculum offer to the abilities and individual strengths of all 

pupils. 

• To provide a well planned and sequenced curriculum throughout the school. 

• To support our pupils to be effective communicators; through which ever method 

suits them. 

• To offer meaningful learning opportunities to maximise capabilities for 

independence. 

• To create a positive and stimulating learning environment which enables pupils to 

become successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve. 

 

The curriculum is designed around five strands; 

• Cognition and learning 

• Communication and Interaction 

• Social, Emotional Wellbeing 

• Physical and Sensory Development 

• Independence 

 

The curriculum secures breadth, depth, balance and relevance in its content. The impact 

of the curriculum focuses upon pupils outcomes including their personal development, 

behaviour and welfare.  Teachers plan using student’s Target Towers which link to the 

five areas above, enabling lessons to be personalised to the needs of every individual. 

Pupils are challenged with meaningful targets and staff use a wide variety of methods to 

support  them in their learning.   

 

Nexus School has developed a series of 4 pathways that  allow pupils to make 

meaningful progress throughout their school career, no matter where their starting 

point. The pathways are designed to allow pupils the opportunity to develop skills for 

life and independence and allow for therapy intervention where appropriate.  



Implementation 

Sense and Experience Pathway 
This pathway has been created for pupils with profound and multiple learning 

difficulties who have complex learning needs. Pupils learn through a holistic 

sensory approach. 

 

The curriculum supports pupils to learn through: 

• Personalised learning focusing on individualised targets 

• Sensory experiences allowing them to engage with their environment 

• Specific therapy interventions to develop physical skills 

• Early communication that allows them to express their feelings and make 

choices 

 



Discover and Explore Pathway 
This pathway is designed for pupils who have significant learning, 

communication and sensory needs who benefit from working in a highly 

structured environment, whilst giving them the opportunity to learn through 

exploration and begin to generalise their learning. 

 

Pupils are working towards: 

• Personalised learning focusing on individualised targets 

• Developing their communication skills using a variety of methods 

including, but not limited to, PECS, Communication Books and Boards, 

Symbols, Makaton and VOCA devices. 

• Early Numeracy and Literacy skills for functional use. 

• Increasing their team work and social skills to allow them to build positive 

relationships. 

• Learning skills that will allow them to be more independent in adult life. 

 

This curriculum is designed to allow pupils to access fully supported living in 

adult life.  

 



 

Develop and Enquire Pathway 
This pathway has been developed for those pupils who have moderate to 

severe learning difficulties, who can require adult support to access and 

organise functional learning opportunities.  

Pupils could face barriers within their social communication, emotional 

regulation and transactional needs. 

 

Pupils are given opportunities to learn through: 

• Functional Literacy and Numeracy such as the use of money, calendar or 

time. 

• Community based learning, for example shopping for ingredients at the 

local supermarket. 

• Development of communication skills in order to be understood by a wider 

audience within their community. 

• Opportunities to develop life skills to increase independence both within 

school and out in the community.  

 



 

Apply and Extend Pathway 
Pupils on this pathway have additional/moderate learning difficulties; a 

personalised curriculum allows them to become independent learners.  

 

Pupils access a more traditional range of subjects, allowing them to work 

towards gaining qualifications and preparing them for college or the world of 

work. Post-16 pupils will have opportunities to attend college. Learners will be 

provided with opportunities to integrate into mainstream learning 

environments where appropriate. Pupils continue to work on social skills, 

particularly respect for others and being part of the wider community whilst 

developing their own confidence. 

 

This pathway works towards independent living and independent work/

vocational learning.  



Impact 

Assessment 
Nexus School is currently using a wide range of assessment tools across the pathways. 

These tools enable staff to track progress of EHCP outcomes and other relevant 

assessment frameworks.  

Sense and Experience— Evidence for Learning, “Development Matters”, the Engagement 

Model Routes for Learning and Intensive Interaction.  

Discover and Explore —Evidence for Learning, the Engagement Model, Intensive 

Interaction, MAPP, AET Progression Framework and Lifeskills Framework 

Develop and Enquire —Evidence for Learning, Pupil Asset, MAPP, appropriate accredited 

courses and Lifeskills Framework. 

Apply and Extend — Evidence for Learning, Pupil Asset, Lifeskills Framework, appropriate 

accredited courses. 

*These are not a definitive list; frameworks will be included which are relevant for each 

pupil’s personalised curriculum.  

 

 


