
 

LEARNING PATHWAYS 

Sense and Experience Pathway  Discover and Explore Pathway  Develop and Enquire Pathway  Apply and Extend Pathway  

 
Pupils with profound and multiple 
learning difficulties who have complex 
learning needs and who are working at 
the early stages of development. In 
addition to profound learning 
difficulties, pupils may have significant 
difficulties, such as physical difficulties, 
sensory impairment or a severe medical 
condition. 
 
 
 
Pupils require a curriculum that focuses 
on the processes that support early 
communication, social interaction and 
cognitive skills.  

 
Pupils who have significant learning, 
communication and sensory needs who 
benefit from working in a highly 
structured environment which helps 
them to consolidate and generalise 
learning. In addition, these pupils require 
high levels of adult support. 
 
Pupils are working towards greater 
intentionality and awareness. 
 
 
Pupils may also need augmentative 
communication strategies, resources, 
specialist equipment and/or technology. 
 

 
Pupils who have moderate to severe 
learning needs, sensory and/ or 
communication needs, may need adult 
support to work with others and 
organise themselves for a task. 
 
Pupils require the opportunity for over 
learning and chance to practise/ 
generalise skills in different contexts 
and to develop greater knowledge and 
understanding. 
 
Pupils may also need augmentative 
communication strategies, resources, 
specialist equipment and/ or 
technology. 

 
Pupils with additional/moderate 
learning difficulties. 
Pupils are capable of independent 
working, when the curriculum is 
personalised and appropriately 
resourced.  
 
Pupils benefit from discreet subject 
learning to enable depth and breadth to 
develop.  
 
Pupils have a wide vocabulary that 
enables them to explain ideas and 
develop reasoning skills. 
 
Pupils are able to apply previously 
acquired skills and knowledge to a wide 
range of contexts, situations and 
problems. Opportunities are provided 
for inclusion within main stream 
settings. 
 
 

Future Development Future Development Future Development Future Development 

Fully dependent living 
 

Fully supported living Supported/ independent living and 
assisted employment. 

Independent living and independent 
work/ vocational curriculum. 

Evidence for learning Evidence for learning Evidence for learning Evidence for learning 

Pupil Asset for summative data and 
“Development Matters”. 
Alternative assessment routes include: 
MAPP and Routes for Learning. 

Pupil Asset for Formative and Summative 
data. Alternative Assessments include: 
Intensive Interaction, MAPP, Anecdotal 
Evidence, Task Analysis, AET Progression 
Framework, Attention Everyone. 

Pupil Asset for Formative and 
Summative data. Evidence for 
Learning also includes Accreditations. 

Pupil Asset for Formative and 
Summative data. Phonics and Guided 
Reading Assessments in Terms 2, 4 and 
6. Entry Level and GCSE qualifications 
for Post 16 students. 

 


