
 

 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOLS’ SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY SERVICE 

Terms 3 and 4, 2021-22 
 

Happy New Year, and welcome to our latest Newsletter.  Contents:  

 

1. Current working arrangements  

2. ID and DBS checks 

3. Initial Assessments, Health Advice and the ‘9-month hold’ 

4. Training for schools – Colourful Semantics workshop now on The Pod 

5. Selective Mutism support 

6. LIFT meetings/SENCO Surgeries 

                                                    

1. Current Working Arrangements  

 

While the COVID-19 situation continues to change rapidly, the Children’s Therapies Team is 

continuing to work in line with previous guidance to ensure that risks are minimised.  As such: 

 

• We will continue to carry out language interventions virtually, whenever this is clinically-

appropriate and effective. 

• We are able to offer face-to-face sessions where virtual therapy is not effective or clinically-

appropriate.  These sessions will be either at school or in clinic at Heathside (Maidstone) or the 

Dolphin Clinic (Tunbridge Wells).  Face-to-face sessions will follow our ‘Standard Operating 

Procedures’ (SOPs) that ensure that children, school staff and our therapists are safe from 

infection (see below).   

• Assessment is largely being conducted in person, to ensure that sufficient information is 

collected for diagnosis, planning, writing advice for EHCPs etc. 

 

The Trust has issued Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) which all staff are 

required to follow when seeing patients/clients in person, both in clinic and 

elsewhere in the community.  These have been developed in line with the best 

scientific evidence relating to COVID-19 infection control and risk management.   

If a therapist asks to visit your school to carry out face-to-face therapy/ 

assessment, please be assured that the SOPs will minimise the risk of cross-

infection, ensuring that children, school staff and our therapists are safe.  A 

copy of the SOP for working in education settings is provided here. 

 

 

Our therapists will be getting in contact to plan input for Term 3.  Your assistance in planning work 

for children attending school will be very much appreciated – each therapist has a very large 

workload, due both to ongoing staff shortages and to the challenges presented by COVID-19, and 

they will have very limited flexibility if plans are unclear or need to change. 

 

2. ID and DBS  

 

All SLTs and Associate Practitioners (APs) are required to have an up-to-date DBS certificate, 

renewed every three years.  Clinicians have been instructed to bring their DBS certificate on school 

visits.  Schools may request to see the certificate, and can note down the certificate number and 



 

 

issue date for their records if necessary, but schools are requested not to ask to photocopy this 

document, as it contains personal information which our staff are under no obligation to share.  

 

Clinicians will also wear an NHS ID badge during their visits to schools.  Some schools have requested 

to see alternative photo ID.  We have asked our staff to be prepared to show their driving licence or 

similar ID if requested, but again this must not be photocopied or any details from this noted down. 

 

3.  Initial Assessments, Health Advice and the ‘9-month hold’ 

 

Following an Initial Assessment of language skills, many of the children we see are put on a ‘9-month 

hold’.  This means that their case is kept open for a period of monitoring while the recommended 

strategies and interventions are implemented at school.  For many children this will enable them to 

make progress and develop their communication skills.  For a small group of children, they may need 

further intervention from the Speech and Language Therapy team.  We are currently only able to 

offer further support if it is specified on a child or young person’s EHCP.  

 

If you are considering applying for an EHCP, and Health Advice from a Speech and Language 

Therapist is needed, we are only able to do this if the child/young person’s case is open to us.  If a 

child is still open on a 9-month hold, we are able to provide Health Advice within the statutory 

deadline of six weeks.  If the 9-month hold has elapsed and the child’s case has been closed, we will 

not be able to open a new referral and complete Health Advice within the six-week deadline.  If the 

child has been closed after a nine-month hold, it helps us to provide timely advice if you re-refer the 

child prior to applying for the EHCP.  

 

Please do get in touch with the team directly, or through SENCO surgeries or LIFT meetings if you 

require further advice on whether a referral is needed. 

 

4.  Training for Schools  

 

No virtual training workshops are planned for Term 3, but we are hoping to be able to provide more 

workshops in Term 4.  However, a wide range of training workshops are now available on The Pod, 

covering issues such as language, speech, Selective Mutism and stammering.   

 

Our newest training workshop on Colourful Semantics is now available!  We are also hoping that 

the Secondary Transition training program will be available on The Pod by the end of Term 4.  The 

full list of training workshops for school-aged language now available on The Pod is below. 

 

Workshop Purpose 

*NEW* 

Colourful Semantics 

This workshop explains how Colourful Semantics can be used to 

support learning, as well as lots of examples of how it can be used 

within the classroom and in targeted interventions. 

Using a framework to 

develop verbal reasoning 

skills 

Verbal reasoning skills refer to our ability to understand and problem 

solve information and then frame our reasoning into words. This 

workshop introduces different frameworks that can be used to assess 

and teach verbal reasoning skills. 

Using visual support at This workshop provides an overview of what visual support is, how it 



 

 

Workshop Purpose 

school and home can be used to support children and young people and provides lots of 

examples that can be adapted across settings and activities. 

Introduction to Speech, 

Language and 

Communication Needs 

(SLCN):  School aged 

children and young people 

This workshop provides an introduction to speech, language and 

communication development, difficulties and diagnoses that children 

might experience and outlines information about local speech and 

language therapy services. 

For parents/carers – 

Supporting school aged 

children with SLCN 

This workshop provides useful strategies that parents and carers can 

use at home to support school aged children with speech, language 

and communication needs. This gives an overview of language 

development and how you can support this at home; some of these 

strategies will also be beneficial for older children and young people. 

For schools – Supporting 

primary aged children with 

SLCN 

This workshop provides a more detailed overview on difficulties and 

support for primary aged children with speech, language and 

communication needs. This workshop has been developed for school 

staff but may also be beneficial for parents/carers. 

For schools – Supporting 

secondary aged children 

and young people with 

SLCN 

This workshop provides a more detailed overview on difficulties and 

support for secondary aged young people with speech, language and 

communication needs. This workshop has been developed for school 

staff but may also be beneficial for parents/carers. 

 

The Pod also offers a range of training videos and workshops covering other communication issues: 

 

Workshop Purpose 

Speech We have six workshops covering: 

• Top Tips for Speech 

• ‘Sounds Fun’ – helping children with their listening skills 

• Supporting Phonological Awareness – helping children hear how sounds are 

used in words 

• Minimal Pairs – a therapy approach for children with a phonological delay or 

disorder 

• Cued Articulation – hand signs to help children understand how and where 

speech sounds are made 

• A guide to generalising speech sounds to everyday talking 

If a child at school is attending speech therapy, we ask that parents/carers access 

our workshop on ‘Talking clearly: Helping your child’s speech sound development’. 

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-

therapy/speech-sounds/  

Stammering Three workshops covering: 

• Fluency Top Tips 

• Supporting your child’s fluency:  an online parent workshop for children under 

the age of 8 

• Supporting your child’s fluency:  an online parent workshop for children over 

the age of 8 

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/speech-sounds/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/speech-sounds/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/stammering/


 

 

Workshop Purpose 

therapy/stammering/  

Selective 

Mutism 

A program of five workshops setting out detailed advice on how to support children 

and young people with Selective Mutism in school and at home.  Schools/parents 

are expected to have completed the program, and to have used the strategies for 

two terms, before making a referral for further support if the child has made only 

minimal progress – see section 5 of this newsletter for further information. 

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-

therapy/selective-mutism/  

 

‘Live’ Cued Articulation Training 

 

Cued articulation is a system which enhances speech sounds awareness.  The cues are simple hand 

signs that relate to how and where the sounds are produced.  Cued articulation is easy and fun to 

learn, when taught alongside an understanding of the patterns involved in normal speech 

development.  The next workshop is on Wednesday 16th March 2022, 9.30am-12pm.  Book your 

places for £30 at https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/product/cued-articulation-training/  

 

5. Selective Mutism support 

 

Selective Mutism (SM) is used as a term to describe children and young people who are able to talk 

comfortably to some people, such as family members and close friends, but are silent or unable to 

talk freely when other people are present.  These difficulties create feelings of anxiety, frustration 

and inadequacy, both for the individuals and those supporting them. 

 

Training workshops 

 

A program of five training workshops is available on The Pod for parents and schools.  The program 

is designed to help parents and schools use strategies with the child/young person to reduce or 

resolve these difficulties.  Workshops can be accessed at your own pace and as many times as you 

like:  https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-

therapy/selective-mutism/  

 

Family support group meetings 

 

Our virtual family support group meetings are a wonderful opportunity to communicate with other 

parents/carers of children and young people who have SM, to share ideas and discuss solutions.  

Parents/carers report that meetings are invaluable and have had a significant impact on their CYP’s 

progress.  Where parents have completed the online training program and would like to be added to 

the family group distribution list, please fill in the booking form on the SM page on The Pod and send 

to your local therapy team at kentchft.wktrainingadmin@nhs.net. 

 

Further support 

 

Further support is available for children/young people who have yet to make progress despite 

receiving support at school: 

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/stammering/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/selective-mutism/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/selective-mutism/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/product/cued-articulation-training/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/selective-mutism/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/selective-mutism/
mailto:kentchft.wktrainingadmin@nhs.net


 

 

 

• Referrals for further speech and language therapy support.  If parents and school have 

completed the online SM training program and have tried to implement the strategies at school, 

but little or no progress has been made after two terms of input, then a referral can be made via 

The Pod. 

• SM Advice Clinics.  Where a referral has been accepted for a child with SM, parents and schools 

can access further support via SM Advice Clinics, where an SLT will be available to review 

progress, discuss next steps and talk through difficulties or questions.  Dates for forthcoming SM 

Advice Clinics are listed below; to book a place for a child who has an open referral under the 

Selective Mutism pathway, email kentchft.wktrainingadmin@nhs.net. 

• Term 3 Monday 7 February 2022 

• Term 4 Friday 25th March 2022 

• Term 5 Monday 9th May 2022 

• Term 6 Friday 1st July 2022 

 

6. LIFT meetings/SENCO Surgeries 

 

Dates for Joint SENCO Surgeries with STLS are provided via your LIFT groups.  

Please complete the Surgery request form and email two weeks before the date 

of the planned surgery. You will then be allocated an appointment time. 
Request for 

discussion at Surgery.doc
 

 

Group Next LIFT meeting with SLT attending Joint SENCO Surgery  

Maidstone District 

Group 1 8.3.22, 1.15-4.15pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 5.1.22, 8am-12pm 

23.3.22, 1-4pm 

(Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Group 2 17.3.22, 1.15-4.15pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Group 3 24.1.22, 1.15-4.15pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Group 4 24.3.22, 1.15-4.15pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Group 5 1.2.22, 1.15-4.15pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Sevenoaks District 

Group 1 12.1.22, 1-4.30pm (Nikki Dearsley, SLT) 8.3.22, 9-12.30 

(Nikki Dearsley, SLT) Group 3 26.1.22, 1-4.30pm (Nikki Dearsley, SLT) 

Group 5 9.2.22, 1-4.30pm (Nikki Dearsley, SLT) 

Tunbridge Wells District 

Hawkhurst Group 30.4.22, 8.30-11.00am (Anthony Wright, SLT) 3.3.22, 9-12.30 

(Nikki Dearsley, SLT) St Mark’s Group 2.2.22, 9.30am-12.00pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Temple Oakley Group 22.3.22, 9.30am-12.00pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Paddock Wood Group 18.1.22, 9.30am-11.30am (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Southborough Group 19.1.22, 9.30am-12.30pm (Nikki Dearsley, SLT) 

Broomhill Group 24.1.22, 1.30-3.30pm (Donna Taylor, SLT) 

Tonbridge & Malling District 

Group B 9.2.22, 12.30-3.30pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 20.1.22, 9-12.30 

10.3.22, 9-12.30 

(Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Group D 12.1.22, 12.30-3.30pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Group E 9.3.22, 12.30-3.30pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

Group F 16.3.22, 12.30-3.30pm (Anthony Wright, SLT) 

 

mailto:kentchft.wktrainingadmin@nhs.net


 

 

Contacting the SLT Service 

 

The West Kent Schools’ Speech and Language Therapy Team is based at: 

 

 

Heathside Centre  

Invicta House 

Heath Road 

Coxheath, ME17 4AH 

0300 123 7004 

 

 

For any queries regarding the Speech and Language Therapy service to your school, please contact: 

 

Anthony Wright West Kent Schools’ Team Lead  a.wright27@nhs.net 

Maria-Loukia Bratsou  Locality Clinical Manager  marialoukia.bratsou@nhs.net 

Karin Corrigan  Locality Clinical Manager  karin.corrigan@nhs.net 

 

  

mailto:a.wright27@nhs.net
mailto:marialoukia.bratsou@nhs.net
mailto:karin.corrigan@nhs.net


 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Making a referral to the SLT service 

 

You can refer a child for assessment/support via The Pod:  https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-

therapies-the-pod/childrens-therapies-referral/  

 

Schools are expected to have carried out two terms of targeted intervention on the child’s area of 

need before submitting a referral.  Referrals that do not provide evidence of this intervention will 

generally be rejected.  Schools are strongly advised to use the Language Link and Speech Link 

interventions that are recommended by the Language/Speech Link screens. 

 

Area of concern Referral paperwork needed What we offer 

Language 

(understanding and 

use of spoken 

language) 

• Online referral form  

• Relevant flowchart  

• Language for Learning (Appendix SYP) 

• Evidence that child has received two 

terms of targeted intervention at school 

• Language link screen  

• Parental questionnaire (Appendix A) 

• In person assessment  

• Report and advice/ 

recommendations 

• Access to Joint SLT/STLS Surgeries 

Speech sounds • Speech link screen – full results, not just 

the front page 

• Evidence that child has received two 

terms of targeted intervention at school 

• In person assessment, report with 

advice/recommendations. 

• If therapy needed, online speech 

parent workshop followed by 

group/individual therapy delivered 

in clinic. 

Stammering • Online referral form  

• Relevant flowchart  

• Language for Learning (Appendix SYP) 

• Language link screen (if appropriate) 

• Parental questionnaire (Appendix A) 

• Online stammering workshop. 

• Phone assessment with parents to 

agree next steps (either closure, 

monitoring or therapy waiting list).  

Selective Mutism • Setting staff and parent must have 

completed the online workshop 

program and implemented strategies 

for two terms. 

• Referral must include details of what 

intervention has been put in place in 

school and details of any progress 

made. 

• Discussion with setting and parent 

to agree appropriate targets and 

interventions for setting to 

implement. 

 

Supporting children in school through the use of Universal strategies 

 

Our reports usually include a few suggested areas of focus for the child in 

relation to their speech, language and communication.  This attachment provides 

guidance on Universal strategies which can be shared with staff as appropriate 

for a child’s needs.   These support the Quality First Teaching Strategies within 

the Mainstream Core Standards. 

Speech and 
Language Therapy Strategies.docx

 

 

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/childrens-therapies-referral/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/childrens-therapies-referral/

