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Dear Parents/Families,  

 Over the last week we have had 9 positive cases of COVID identified in both staff and students in the 

upper school at Tonbridge. This is without doubt the biggest outbreak we have had to date and 

highlights the continued challenges and risks we are facing on a day-to-day basis, from a much more 

contagious form of the virus. I have spent a large part of this week lobbying for vaccines to be provided 

to Nexus school staff with the support of Tom Tugendhat, MP for Tonbridge and Malling.  

 

You may have seen that in his weekly briefing on Wednesday the Prime Minister announced that it 

will not be possible to resume face-to-face learning immediately after the February half-term and 

instead hopes it will be safe to commence the reopening of schools and colleges from Monday 8th 

March. This is in response to the National Public Health data and pressure on NHS capacity. We will 

be reviewing our rotas before half-term in preparation for term 4.  

General health - please err on the side of caution when sending children into school, even if you think 

that they are not displaying obvious COVID related symptoms, we are requesting that you continue to 

be hyper vigilant at this time.  

COVID email – we now have a new school COVID email:  

Covid@nexusschool.org.uk  

Please use this address to inform us of any COVID related symptoms, test results, current isolation or 

family members who may have tested positive within your household. This email address allows us to 

continue to monitor COVID related cases outside of normal school hours.  

We have clearly expressed to class leads that they should not be expected to respond to requests, 

emails or phone calls after 6pm, or over weekends, unless this has been agreed.   

February half-term - Schools will close as usual over February half-term and are not expected to 

remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers during that week. 

Schools do not need to provide lunch parcels or vouchers during the February half-term. There is wider 

government support in place to support families and children outside of term-time through the Covid 

mailto:Covid@nexusschool.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools#support-for-families


Winter Grant Scheme. The £170 million scheme is being run by local authorities in England, with at 

least 80% of the funding earmarked to support with food and essential utility costs and will cover the 

period to the end of March 2021. It will allow local authorities to directly help the hardest-hit families 

and individuals over the winter period. Local authorities have local ties and knowledge, making them 

best placed to identify and help those children and families most in need. 

The closure of the Upper School this week is highly regrettable but has been done in the best interests 

and safety of the whole school community.  We are all missing the normality and vibrancy of school 

life, and hope that a return to something resembling the school we had pre-pandemic is not too far 

off. 

I hope that you are all well and able to have an enjoyable weekend.  

Yours faithfully,  

 

Scott Jarred 

Headteacher  
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