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05/01/21 

School COVID update 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It’s difficult to comprehend that after almost a year we find ourselves back in a position whereby a full national 

lockdown has been instigated. Looking back on some of the letters that I sent from February last year we still 

find ourselves as a whole school community in a state of flux with an ever-changing landscape. The leadership 

team and I spent most of yesterday making arrangements for the term ahead and planning for lateral flow 

testing in school, and although this still remains important it has now been somewhat cancelled out by the 

Prime Ministers announcement last night. 

We are awaiting updated guidance which we are hoping to receive imminently. However, we are currently 

reviewing how we reduce the overall number of staff and pupils on site and further minimise the risk of the 

infection spreading. I was concerned by the sheer number of staff, students and transport providers outside 

school this morning which in any other context would be alarming at this time. We will be making a decision 

regarding the start and the end of the school day at the Tonbridge site later in the week.   

The review of pupil numbers and staffing will include collapsing class groups to reduce the number of staff on 

site and minimise risk. Today we have only had 52% of pupils in school with some classes only having one pupil 

in. Although we are awaiting the updated guidance from the DfE we will be looking at moving to remote 

learning for those students who this is appropriate for.  

You should have been contacted today to ascertain if you are a key worker and require either part, or full time, 

education in school up until February half term. Depending on the guidance we receive, the situation may 

change over the coming week(s) in relation to providing on-site education for our most vulnerable pupils and 

key workers. 

We have been in contact with some parents today where we feel that individual medical needs present an 

increased and significant risk while on the school site. We ask that all parents assess the risk to their child and 

their particular needs. If you have received a shielding letter for your child, they should not be in school.   

There will be minimal off-site learning, and any off-site learning will be based on thorough risk assessments.   

Testing information and consent forms will be forwarded later in the week and will only be relevant to 

students in upper school.  Even if your child is not in school, we would still require you to complete these 

forms and return them. Testing will not be compulsory, and students will not be pressurised to take the test.  

I will write to you again tomorrow once we have hopefully received some further clarification on the guidance. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Scott Jarred 

Headteacher   


